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drawing their garrisons from all the positions on
the further side of Deothul; and even from
Soorujgurh, though a place of some strength.
The evacuation of this post gave Lieutenant
Murray an opportunity of showing his activity
and vigilance, by intercepting and dispersing the
garrison as it retired*

^By the end.of the first week in May, a battery
was raised against Maloun; and news of the fall
of Almora having reached the Goorkha camp, all
the Surdars urged Umur Singh to accept terms
for himself, and his son, Runjoor, at Jythuk. The
old chief was, however, obstinate in refusing; and
endeavoured, with much earnestness, to persuade
his men, that if they did but hold out till the
approaching rains the British army would be
obliged to withdraw.

Seeing the pertinacity of his refusal, the Sur-
dars began to desert with their men, until at last
only about two hundred remained faithful to
Umur Singh. With these he retired into the
fortress of Maloun until the batteries were in
readiness to open on its walls- Yielding at last
to his fate, this proud chief, on the 15th of May,
signed a capitulation ; in which it was agreed
that the Goorkha nation should retire to the east
of the Kalee or Gogra; and resign to the British
all tljs proymces fromKumaon westward. Run-
joor, Sfegfc was, of eourse, included in these